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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated Brackmann 
et al (US 4,953,570). Brackmann discloses a cigarette making hopper. The hopper 
comprises the claimed column 36 wherein a perforated plate deemed as element 32 is 
inclined towards a discharge duct as shown in figure 1 and detailed in Col. 5, lines 23ff. 
The separator/hopper is provided with an entry duct such as 1 14 and/or the duct formed 
by plate 32 and roller 34. The claimed feed pipe is deemed as the pipe shown in 
fgiurel providing the compressed air flowing through perforated plate 32. As for the 
upper mouth of the column, mesh conveyor 38 is moved substantially transversely to 
the vertical axis of the column 36 as shown in figure 1 and detailed in Col. 5, lines 27ff. 

As for claim 2, it would be inherent that a suction system would overlay the 
conveyor belt 38 in order provide the noted suction in Col. 5, lines 27ff. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated Okumoto et 
al (US 4,607,645). Okumoto discloses a cigarette making hopper. The hopper 
comprises the claimed column 223 wherein a perforated plate deemed as element 215 
is inclined towards a discharge duct 217 as shown in figure 2 and detailed in Col. 3, 
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lines 35ff. The separator/hopper is provided with an entry duct defined by plate 215 and 
roller 212. The claimed feed pipe is deemed as the pipe 213 shown in figure 2 
providing the compressed air flowing through perforated plate comprising the claimed 
air diffuser, deemed as element 214. As for the upper mouth of the column, mesh 
conveyor 141 and '141 moves substantially transversely to the vertical axis of the 
column 223 as shown in figure 2 and detail in Col. 3, lines 40ff. 

As for claim 2, suction system 141 would overlying the conveyor belt '141 in 
order provide the above noted. 

As for claim 3, the air diffuser is element 214 noted as a regulating plate to make 
uniform the air supplied to the perforated plate. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references in PTO-892 not applied in the above rejections 
have been cited to show the state of the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lopez whose telephone number is 
571.272.1 193. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571.272.1 189. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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